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Joplin, uissourd, Ueie.e Feb. 1, 19083 seam of Janes Nathanies 
and Carrie Mexeer (Lang ten ) Hughes; gradante of Central itigh 
Se@hool, Cleveland, Chie, 19203; student Columbia tmiversity 
ATSLaLORL, ttnesle Urivewetin, Phitadelvohia., 10263 ummar ten; 
worked as a seaman on voyages to iurope and to Afrioas hoy 
lived in Nexteo, Haris and Italy; member of Omega ei i ihs 
author cf “ ‘eary Biues", (1926) "Fine Glothes to the Jeu", 
(1927) and “Not ithout Laughter"; contributed verse and .roce 
to many magazines; winner in poetry of lst prise offered by 
portunity Umgasine to Negre writers, 19253; winner of ist 
upise itter Bynner undergraduate poetry prise contest, 1926; 
verious poexns set to misie; member of editorial beard "fire" < 
« Negro art publications address cure of Alfred A. Knepf, 750 
Pifth avemie, New York, HeYos UsSeic 

\wrivead in sheanghad on July 4, 1955 fram Tokyo having 
traveileda as a trourist pasvenger on the seie “Rapress of Canadn”. 
Travelled en United States Fusspert NeeS62769 issued in New York 
en Mareh 25, 1951, which bears a vima issued at Yekehnama on 
June 27, 15556 

Upen ervival in this city iughes teck up residence at 
Apartnent 40Ib, Besk of Ghina, Hengkew uiilding, 912 North iseshuen 
Road as frem July 6 to July 19, 1935. Attached herewit® is a 
scopy of the lewe fer the apartment in question as signed by Hughes. 

Haghes left Shanghai for Japan (Yokohamm) en July 19, 1955 
en the Sete “Taiyo Muru” as a teurist passengers 

It is signifieant that his visit te Japa may be fraught 
with incident, as information received indicates that Rash 
Bihari Bose, the not@ricus Bengali revolutionary who ia wee 
“unterelisedsupancse subjeat, and who is the head of am erguniuation 
in Yekyo fram which peimeneus pamphists attasking British ef- 
ministration in India ere cireulated, soz two months cr se age 
iesuned 9 peewhlet in English and in an Indisn lemguage, in thieh 
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Langston ilughes was .rominently (entured ve chewptionin: tne sim 
and objects of Mic oppressed lecro raccse 

Hughes, who has a fairly large fellowing throughout the 
-teates, has achieved some fume merely on aqcout of his literary 
works, and i: regarded by many sz bein: an intelk&ctiel or of 
the intell tisverntisiae 

Hughes hag gpent tle iewi sear 1: trevelling throush various 
parts of tne world and the Last cirht months nave been pessed 
iv soviet «sia and in Meseow where re has been studying the 
problems of the workers in thore regiqaie 

It is eaid iat he had never vreviomply met HRelyseces, with 
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Whom he was Jreauently seen whilst in Ghanghai, and that his 


(Issaas') nane was given him by a maitual friend whilst he wes 
in Mosceove 

Inespite of the fast that Hughes says * :hanghai Not Nice 
Place", and decries the manner in which the Chinese workers are 
exploited, there seems to be little doubt that Issaes and onm or 
two other lecal hoteeads have onjoled him inte saying what he 
Rap, am aocording to an informer of mins who actualiy talced wi th 
Hughes for over an hour, the latter made no mention of any of 
Ghanghal’s deficiencies, and appeared, or rather gave the 
impression, that he was a man witheut x care in the world. 

Forwarded herewith is a cutting entitled "“PRGK uGCcaY TO 
SHANGHAI" which appeared in the “China Yorum" (Vole 2, NoeB, 
July 14, 1933), and which ies written by Langston hughes the 
gentlemen under diseussion.e 

Apo submitted herewith is a scrap of paper m® bearing 
an afidress in New York which ws written by Mughese 
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Says Shanghai ee Nice Place 
Ay 4933 
Langston Ph iughes Looks At Bt Poth ough Fyes 
OF Cnpresed Peoples-Chinese Workers; 
Deplores Factory Blight On Children 


Shanghai !s host today to an un-j; through one of the factories here 
usual visitor. He .is Langstonj|and seen the conditions under 
Ifughes, famous American Negro} which the laborers slave? 
poet and novelist who 1s now com- “You'll see young chilaren eight 
pleting a world tour to study proh-]} and nine years old working at highs 
lems of the oppressed peoples and| speed machines 12 hours a day f 
who admits that he does not be-j|a daily wage of 20 or 30 coppers. 
UcVe Shanghai “is a very nice Exploiting Workmen 2 
place.” “There is no difference betwee: 

The author of “The Weary|the Chinese and foreign employ 
Blues,” “Fine Clothes for the Jew" | They both go the Nmit in exploit 
and “Not Without Luanghter” has|ing the workmen. But it is always 
been in Shanghai for two weeks|true that people would rather 
and will depart soon fur United }|oppressed by their cwn race an 
States after an absence of more|countrymen than by the foreigne 
than a year. “I suppose Shanghai is comtort¢ 

Not A Nice Place able and nice to the person whd@ 

“I don’t think Shanghai is a very| as money or is earning a high 
nice place.” he said. “But I am]|solary This is certainly a very 
looking at the city through the eyes | interesting city.” 
of the oppressed peoples, the Chin- Mr. Hughes has spent several 
ese workers. Have you ever been| months in Soviet Asia, in the states 


.f Uzbekastan, Turkiimansten and 
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Tijikistan where the problems of 
the dsrker-skinned people are 
similar ww those of the Negro in 
the southern United States. 
Stmiliar To U.S. South 

“That is a region very similar 
to the southern states,"" he said. 
‘The large. part of ihe darker 
people were tremendously cppressed 
by the ruling class in the cotton 
flelds and factories before the re- 
volution. There were ‘Jim Crow’ 
cars, schools availiable only for the 
white Russians and parks in which 
‘mo other race were permitted. 

The land was then owned by the 
rich. The poor never had a 
chance. But now all that has 
mw changed. The land is owned by the 
Al state, the ‘Jim Crow’ cars have been 
abolished, schools are open to all 
and everyone has something to eat, 
work to perform and a warm, dry 
place to sleep. The workers elect 
delegates and have a voice in the 
ma ement of factories and gov- 
ernment. 

(Courtesy China Forum) . * Negro Problem In U.8, 

Famous American Negro “In the United States we are told 
and novelist visits Shangha iy that only education, only time can 
world jaunt studying problems) eer the Negro problem. But the 
of the oppressed. experimert in Soviet Asia proves 

‘this, contention false. In 10 years’ 
time the darker people lave been 
brought into their own.” 

Mr. Hughes was immensely in- 

in the fact that group of 
American. Negroes. ip 


